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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claim 49 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by BANICEVIC 
etal. (2002/0153816). 

Regarding Claim 49, BANICEVIC et al. discloses a refrigerator with a pull out 
drawer that has a reinforcing brace secured within the drawer having two spaced apart 
wing members and a cross member connected to and extending between the wing 
members adjacent an inside surface of the inner liner (at least one pull-out drawer). 
Further, the assembly has a pair of extendable guide rails each mounted to one of the 
opposing liner side walls of the cabinet and the through the liner of the drawer to 
support the drawer for relative movement with the cabinet (drawer is mounted on pull- 
out rails so that it can be pulled out, wherein the pull-out rails are mounted on the inner 
lining of the refrigerator by means of a mounting arrangement). The cabinet has a pair 
of reinforcing bracket member located therein each having a side reinforcing portion 
extending adjacent a corresponding one of the guide rails and mounted to the liner 
side wall by fasteners passing though the guide rails and liner side walls (the mounting 
arrangement having a receiving contour in the inner lining of the refrigerator, the 
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mounting arrangement at least partly corresponding to the outer contour of the element 
to be mounted, such that it can positively and/or non-positively receive the element to 
be mounted) (Abstract). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 17-21 , 24, 33-35, 37-39, and 42-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over GOMOLL et al. (EP1 0301 44) and in further view of WILSON 
(4,558,503). 

Regarding Claims 17, 21 , 24, 33, 35, 37, 38, 42, 43, and 46 GOMOLL et al. 
discloses a refrigerator wall with supporting elements (33) (mounting elements) 
wherein a plastic inner liner (13) is fabricated by a non-cutting moulding method and a 
thermal insulation layer (1 2) is formed between the said inner liner and outer liner (1 1 ) 
([0022] and Figure 3). GOMOLL et al. teach that the said plastic inner liner is 
fabricated with a receiving space (receiving contour) (19) (see Figure 3 and [0022]) 
which is shaped such that on at least three sides it at least partly corresponds to the 
outer contour of the element to be mounted (retaining element (33)), so that the 
element to be mounted can be received by the receiving space (receiving contour) (19) 



Application/Control Number: 10/593,755 Page 4 

Art Unit: 1791 

and the said retaining element (33) is inserted into the said receiving space (19) (see 
Figure 3). 

GOMOLL et al. is silent to foaming the said thermal insulation. However, 
WILSON discloses a method of assembling a refrigerator wherein the thermal 
insulation layer is injected between plastic inner liner and outer metal shell and 
undergoes a foaming operation and that such foaming forms cells which exhibit good 
thermal insulation characteristics (Col. 2, lines 65-67 and Col. 3, lines 1-5). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have substituted the 
foaming operation step taught by WILSON in the method of producing a mounting 
arrangement of GOMOLL et al. for the predictable results of forming a thermal foam 
insulation layer that exhibits good thermal insulation characteristics between the plastic 
inner liner and outer liner of the refrigerator of GOMOLL et al. 

Regarding Claims 18 and 44, GOMOLL et al. teach that the said receiving space 
(receiving contour) (19) is fabricated with an undercut such that it can at least partly 
enclose and fix the element to be mounted (see Figure 3). 

Regarding Claims 19 and 45, GOMOLL et al. discloses the said receiving 
contour comprising an abutment (21 ) in which a cup shaped groove (36) is snapped in 
place ([0022] and see Figure 4). 

Regarding Claims 20, 34, 39, 47, and 48, GOMOLL et al. discloses that the said 
retaining element (33) (mounting element) supports shelves and receptacles ([0024]- 
[0025]) (which are pull-out rails). 
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3. Claim 22-23, 25-32, 36, and, 40-41, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over GOMOLL et al. (EP1030144) and in view of WILSON 
(4,558,503) as applied to claims 17-21, 24, 33-35, 37-39, and 42-48 above, and in 
further view of JANSEN (3,669,520). 

The teachings of GOMOLL et al. and WILSON are applied as described above 
for claims 17-21, 24, 33-35, 37-39, and 42-48. 

Regarding Claims 22-23, 36, 40, and 41 GOMOLL et al. discloses that the said 
plastic inner liner (13) is fabricated by a non-cutting moulding method ([0022] and 
Figure 3) but is silent to that method being a deep-drawing process. However, 
JANSEN teach that there is extreme flexibility in the shaping of plastic inner liners of 
refrigerators made by a deep drawing process and that a portion of the supporting 
arrangement for a shelf may be formed integrally with the inner liner (Col.1 , lines 1 -35). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have 
modified the method of fabricating the plastic inner liner of GOMOLL et al. with a non- 
cutting moulding method such as the deep-drawing process as taught by JANSEN to 
shape the plastic inner liner of GOMOLL et al. 

Regarding Claims 25, 29, 30, 31 , and 32, GOMOLL et al. discloses a refrigerator 
wall with supporting elements (33) (mounting elements) wherein a plastic inner liner 
(13) is fabricated by a non-cutting moulding method and a thermal insulation layer (12) 
is formed between the said inner liner and outer liner (1 1) ([0022] and Figure 3). 
GOMOLL et al. teach that the said plastic inner liner is fabricated with a receiving 
space (receiving contour) (19) (see Figure 3 and [0022]) which is shaped such that on 
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at least three sides it at least partly corresponds to the outer contour of the element to 
be mounted (retaining element (33)), so that the element to be mounted can be 
received by the receiving space (receiving contour) (19) and the said retaining element 
(33) is inserted into the said receiving space (19) (see Figure 3). 

GOMOLL et al. is silent to foaming the said thermal insulation. However, 
WILSON discloses a method of assembling a refrigerator wherein the thermal 
insulation layer is injected between plastic inner liner and outer metal shell and 
undergoes a foaming operation and that such foaming forms cells which exhibit good 
thermal insulation characteristics (Col. 2, lines 65-67 and Col. 3, lines 1-5). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have substituted the 
foaming operation step taught by WILSON in the method of producing a mounting 
arrangement of GOMOLL et al. for the predictable results of forming a thermal foam 
insulation layer that exhibits good thermal insulation characteristics between the plastic 
inner liner and outer liner of the refrigerator of GOMOLL et al. 

GOMOLL et al. discloses that the said plastic inner liner (13) is fabricated by a 
non-cutting moulding method ([0022] and Figure 3) but is silent to that method being a 
deep-drawing process. However, JANSEN teach that there is extreme flexibility in the 
shaping of plastic inner liners of refrigerators made by a deep drawing process and 
that a portion of the supporting arrangement for a shelf may be formed integrally with 
the inner liner (Col.1, lines 1-35). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to have modified the method of fabricating the plastic inner liner 
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of GOMOLL et al. with a non-cutting moulding method such as the deep-drawing 
process as taught by JANSEN to shape the plastic inner liner of GOMOLL et al. 

Regarding Claim 26, GOMOLL et al. discloses that the said retaining element 
(33) (mounting element) supports shelves and receptacles ([0024]-[0025]) (which are 
pull-out rails). 

Regarding Claims 27-28, GOMOLL et al. discloses the said receiving contour 
comprising an abutment (21 ) in which a cup shaped groove (36) is snapped in place 
([0022] and see Figure 4). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stella Yi whose telephone number is 571-270-5123. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday from 8:00 AM to 5:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christina Johnson can be reached on 571-272-1 176. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

SY 

/Christina Johnson/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 1791 



